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Neuroblastoma appears with annual incidence of 7-12 per million in the developed countries. The incidence of neuroblastoma is described in relation to age and sex as well as population-derived indicators of socioeconomic level, degree of urbanization and farming activity. Aim of the analysis was evaluation incidence of neuroblastoma in the southeastern part of Poland, which is mostly agricultural region with few industrial centers located in bigger towns. From 1988 to 2000, 49 cases of neuroblastoma in children 0-17 years old were reported (55% of them were boys) in  this region. It comprised 5.2% of all the neoplastic diseases in children of this region. Majority of the patients lived in town areas (61%). Mean morbidity rate in different years, ranged from 3.2 to 12.6 per million (medium 6.0). Age-standardized rate at 0-14 age children was 8.7. The highest morbidity was noted in the year 1994. Mean morbidity was higher in male than in female children (6.5 vs. 5.5 per million). Rates were highest at age 0-4 (19.4 per million, 74% of total neuroblastoma incidence) and decreased with age to 3.2 per million (14% of the total) at age 5-9, 0.9 per million (4%) at 10-14 and 2.2 (8%) at 15-17. The incidence was higher in town patients than village ones (7.7 vs 6.0 per million). Conclusions: Incidence of neuroblastoma in the southeastern Poland is similar to average reported in the developed countries. Higher incidence in patients living in urban regions probably is due to concentration of the pollution in the environment.
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